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BACKGROUND 
 

Playing host, the Saint Louis Zoo is a free public zoo in Forest  

Park in St. Louis, Missouri. Spanning over 90 acres, it is home 

 to over 12,000 animals representing hundreds of species. 

 

The Zoo is undergoing its most ambitious period of growth in 

its 116-year history. Major expansion is highlighted by the 

spring 2027 debut of Henry A. Jubel Foundation Destination Discovery, a 2.8-acre reimagining of the former 

Children’s Zoo, and the upcoming summer 2027 launch of Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park, a massive 425-acre 

safari park and conservation center in north St. Louis County. 

 

 

 

AZFA is a non-profit organization that connects facility 

professionals from aquariums, zoos, and similar animal 

conservation facilities for collaboration and networking. 

 

 

 

Members are architects, engineers, management personnel, 

tradespeople, animal keepers, grounds and housekeeping staff,  

and more. They are responsible for the design, construction, 

and maintenance of the infrastructure critical to animal welfare, safety, and a world-class guest experience. 

 

 

 

AZH is a non-profit membership organization dedicated to the 

advancement of horticulture in zoos, zoological parks, botanic gardens, 

and aquariums. 

 

The association brings together horticulturists and plant professionals 

from zoos, botanical gardens, parks, and public gardens across the 

United States and beyond. Members include decision-makers, buyers, 

and purchasing agents responsible for plant material, supplies, service, 

and long-term institutional partnerships. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aquarium and Zoo Facilities Association (AZFA) and the Association of Zoological Horticulture (AZH) are 

excited to present a joint annual conference, dubbed the Confluence of Facilities and Flora. This event unites 

both communities under one roof as the premier operations conference for zoo and aquarium professionals -

not two legacy events sharing a room, but a single, unified program built for the people who run these 

facilities day to day. 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

      

           

                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

QUICK FACTS 

DATES   CONTACT 
October 3-7, 2027 Dolores Dunsford 
   Director, Administrative 
LOCATION  Operations   
St. Louis, Missouri Saint Louis Zoo 
   ddunsford@stlzoo.org 
WEBSITES  (314) 646-4738 
azfa.org; azh.org  

   

 

WHY BECOME A SPONSOR OR EXHIBITOR? 
 

Your 2027 Confluence of Facilities and Flora will take place at the Hilton St. Louis at the Ballpark in downtown, 

St. Louis, Missouri. At the conference, you will have the opportunity to meet and get to know experienced, 

passionate, and committed facilities and horticultural professionals. Sponsoring or exhibiting puts your brand 

in front of engaged and high-intent decision-makers. 

 
Join for a week of networking, educational sessions, a vendor trade show, and behind-the-scenes access to the 

host facility. The agenda includes topics like safety, conservation, sustainability, water quality, design and 

construction, professional development, various hands-on training workshops, and more. Sponsors receive 

multi-channel exposure (onsite signage, mobile app, email and social) and direct access to attendees via 

reserved booths, speaking slots, and VIP touchpoints. 

 

 

 

 

 

*Facility expenditure from the annual AZA institution benchmark reports 

 
 

 

700+ members representing over 170 aquariums & 

zoos with 300+ members expected in attendance 

Five days of sessions, tours & networking with 

decision makers 

Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA) facilities 

spent over $2.1 billion in 2025 capital expenditures* 



 

 

 

 

 

    

         

 

 

SPONSORSHIP TIERS 
 

There are five tiers, including a Startup/Community tier for local and nonprofit partners, with a fixed number 

of slots for higher tiers to preserve exclusivity and value. All tiers are available on a first-commit, first-

reserved basis. 

Early Bird pricing applies to any tier or add-on reserved and paid in full by August 6. Standard pricing applies 

after that date. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

      

       

        

    

                                             

                                       

                              

EXHIBIT INFORMATION 
 

VENDOR TRADE 

SHOW SCHEDULE 
 
Important dates and helpful 

information: 

 

Exhibitor Move-In 

Sunday, October 3 

10:00 AM – 5:00 PM 
 
Vendor Trade Show Hours 

Monday, October 4 

10:00 AM – 5:30 PM 
 
Tuesday, October 5 

8:00 AM – 12:30 PM 
 
Exhibitor Move-Out Options 

Tuesday, October 5 

12:30 – 6:00 PM 
 
Wednesday, October 6 

8:00 – 11:30 AM 

VENDOR MIXER 
Monday, October 4 

5:00 – 7:00 PM 

Exhibitor opportunities exist for vendors who want floor presence without a 

full sponsorship. All exhibitor packages include vendor table space, access to 

conference sessions, the vendor mixer, and a complimentary commercial 

membership to either AZFA or AZH. 

 

 

 

 

 

• DEEPER CONNECTIONS 
Natural, unhurried conversations. 

• LEAD GENERATION 
Making future follow-ups warmer 

and more effective. 

• INSTANT FEEDBACK 
Real-time reactions without the 

pressure of a formal presentation. 



 

       

                 

                   

     

 

 

 

 

• Booth selection is by sponsorship and exhibitor tier, available on a first-commit, first-reserved basis. 

• Once finalized, the up-to-date floor plan will be available on the conference website. 

• Certain structures may exceed 10' in certain areas of the show floor. Pre-approval must be granted 

by AZFA/AZH management at its sole discretion. 

 

 

 

 

FLOORPLAN OVERVIEW 



 

 

 

 

          

           

À LA CARTE ADD-ONS 

Standalone branding opportunities - stack with any tier or purchase independently. Ideal for sponsors with a 

specific activation in mind. Reserve by August 6 for a 10% Early Bird discount on the prices below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

          

 

 

 

 

 

We also welcome in-kind contributions (e.g. AV equipment, catering, printing) in exchange for comparable-

tier recognition. Contact us to discuss a custom package. 

 

Reserve your tier by August 6 to guarantee Early Bird pricing and logo placement in pre-event marketing. 

Sponsorship agreement and invoice are sent within two business days of confirmation. Assets (logo, booth 

details, session bios) are due 30 days before the event. 

 

 

À LA CARTE ADD-ONS 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

 

 

WE HOPE TO SEE YOU IN ST. LOUIS! 
 

To become a sponsor or exhibitor at the 

2027 Confluence of Facilities and Flora, please click the link below: 

 

CONFLUENCE OF FACILITIES & FLORA -Sponsor Opportunities – Fill out form 

 

Questions? Please contact: 

 

Dolores Dunsford 

Director, Administrative Operations 

Saint Louis Zoo 

ddunsford@stlzoo.org 

(314) 646-4738 
 

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=STEVsEUjQEixqP_ET99yw27t0DQzrRlDgYD1tex0SVNUNkJaWDg2VlIxWVU4NURJQkNQQzI0WkM0Ri4u

