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Tourism Economics prepared a comprehensive model to quantify the impacts arising from 

annual operational spending and capital expenditures at the WildCare Park, as well as 

visitor spending at off-site establishments throughout the local economy.

The operational spending accounts for expenditures from 2021 through 2034, which 

includes planning and development (2021 through 2026) and the first eight years of 

operations (2027 through 2034). The visitor spending impacts are for the eight-year period 

from 2027 to 2034.

Impact modeling is based on an IMPLAN input-output (I-O) model for the following regions:

- City of St. Louis / St. Louis County

- St. Louis, MO-IL MSA

Uif!sftvmut!pg!uijt!tuvez!tipx!uif!tdpqf!pg!uif!XjmeDbsf!Qbslǃt!qpufoujbm!gvuvsf!jnqbdut!jo!

terms of direct operational spending, off-site visitor spending, as well as total economic 

impacts, including total business sales, employment, labor income, and fiscal (tax) impacts. 

The Saint Louis Zoo is investing $230 million to develop a second campus called the 

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park.The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park will be constructed 

on 425-acres located in unincorporated Spanish Lake, Missouri, strategically 

positioned between the Missouri Department of Conservation's Columbia Bottoms 

and the historic Chain of Rocks Bridge.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park project began in 2019 and will open to the public in 

3138/!Uif!XjmeDbsf!Qbsl!xjmm!bnqmjgz!uif![ppǃt!dpotfswbujpo!xpsl!cz!qspwjejoh!opo-

public pastures devoted to the breeding of endangered species as well as provide a 

unique unparalleled experience to visitors as they embark on a captivating drive-

through the safari. 

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park annual operations, along with the spending by 

visitors at local, off-site establishments and businesses, is expected to generate 

significant economic and fiscal (tax) impacts in the local economy of the City of St. 

Louis / St. Louis County and the St. Louis, MO-IL MSA economy. This study analyzes 

the impacts attributable to Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park for both economies.

Introduction
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City/County MSA

Attendee Origin

City/County resident Local / Excluded Local / Excluded

Inside MSA, but outside City/County Included Local /Excluded

Outside MSA Included Included

The impact study includes an analysis for two scenarios:

1. City/County Scenario 

2. MSA Scenario 

Each scenario includes a calculation for off-site spending at local businesses by non-

local attendees. WildCarePark attendees originating from within the local economy 

are excluded from the analysis due to the substitution effect, which assumes that 

local attendees will spend money in the local economy if they did not visit the 

WildCarePark.

Uif!efgjojujpo!pg!uif!ufsn!ǂmpdbmǃ!jt!ejggfsfou!jo!fbdi!tdfobsjp/
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boundaries. Therefore, only spending by WildCarePark attendees originating outside 

the City/County economy is included in the City/County Scenario. Off-site spending by 

local attendees originating from within the City/County is excluded.

Gps!uif!NTB!Tdfobsjp-!ǂmpdbmǃ!jt!efgjofe!bt!boz!sftjefou!mjwjoh!jo!uif!NTB!cpvoebsjft-!

which includes all City/County residents. Therefore, only spending by WildCarePark 

attendees originating outside the MSA economy is included in the MSA Scenario. Off-

site spending by local attendees originating from within the MSA is excluded.

The City/County Scenario and MSA Scenario are separate analyses and the results 

from each analysis cannot be combined.

Off-Site Visitor Spending Definitions

Scenario Descriptions



Key Findings2

6



7

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park Summary Economic Impacts through 2034

($ millions and number of annualized jobs)
The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate an 

economic impact of $599.3 million in the City/County economy through 

2034. 

Summary Findings
Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park summary impacts through 2034

Source: Tourism Economics      

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding.      

Jobs are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs. Annualized employment 
impacts represent the annual average number of jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 
2034.  

Economic Impacts

City/County MSA

Business Sales $599.3 $661.8

Personal Income $242.6 $264.6

Employment (annualized) 368 384

Taxes $78.6 $97.3

State and local taxes $42.9 $49.9

Federal taxes $35.6 $47.4

City/County Economic Impacts: The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to 

generate an economic impact of $599.3 million in the City/County, which is expected 

to support 368 annualized part-time and full-time jobs and generate $42.9 million in 

state and local tax revenues.

MSA Economic Impact: The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate 

an economic impact of $661.8 million in the MSA, which is expected to support 384 

annualized part-time and full-time jobs and generate $49.9 million in state and local 

tax revenues.
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TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACTS IN THE CITY/COUNTY 

Uif!XjmeDbsf!Qbslǃt!ejsfdu!tqfoejoh!jnqbdu!pg!%467/:!njmmjpo!jt!fyqfdufe!up!

generate a total economic impact of $599.3 million in the City/County, which 

is expected to support 368 annualized part-time and full -time jobs and 

generate $42.9 million in state and local taxes through 2034.

SAINT LOUIS ZOO WILDCARE PARK (CITY/COUNTY)
SUMMARY CITY/COUNTY ECONOMIC IMPACTS THROUGH 2034 

$599.3 MILLION
Total Economic Impact of the Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park in the 
City/County through 2034

$356.9 MILLION
Direct Spending Impact of the Saint Louis Zoo 
WildCare Park in the City/County through 2034

$194.2 MILLION
Off -Site Spending by Zoo Visitors

$599.3M
Total 

Economic
Impact

368
Total 

Annualized
Jobs Generated

$42.9M
Total

State & Local
Tax Revenues

$162.7 MILLION
Zoo Operating Expenditures

ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE SAINT LOUIS ZOO 
WILDCARE PARK IN THE CITY/COUNTY THROUGH 2034

DIRECT SPENDING
IMPACTS

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate significant 

economic impacts in the City/County economy as the WildCare Park 

will spend money in the local economy in the form of annual 

operational expenditures.

In addition to spending money during their visit to the WildCare Park, 

visitors will also spend money at businesses and establishments in 

the local economy during their stay in the City/County, including local 

restaurants, retailers, and recreation/entertainment venues.

The WildCare Park is expected to generate $356.9 million in direct 

spending in the City/County through 2034, as outlined below.
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TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACTS IN THE MSA

Uif!XjmeDbsf!Qbslǃt!ejsfdu!tqfoejoh!jnqbdu!pg!%457/6!njmmjpo!jt!fyqfdufe!up!

generate a total economic impact of $661.8 million in the MSA, which is 

expected to support 384 annualized part-time and full -time jobs and generate 

$49.9 million in state and local taxes through 2034.

$661.8 MILLION
Total Economic Impact of the Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park in the 
MSA through 2034

$346.5 MILLION
Direct Spending Impact of the Saint Louis Zoo 
WildCare Park in the MSA through 2034

$183.8 MILLION
Off -Site Spending by Zoo Visitors

$661.8M
Total 

Economic
Impact

384
Total 

Annualized
Jobs Generated

$49.9M
Total

State & Local
Tax Revenues

$162.7 MILLION
Zoo Operating Expenditures

ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF THE SAINT LOUIS ZOO 
WILDCARE PARK IN THE MSA THROUGH 2034

DIRECT SPENDING
IMPACTS

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate significant 

economic impacts in the MSA as the WildCare Park will spend money 

in the local economy in the form of annual operational expenditures.

In addition to spending money during their visit to the WildCare Park, 

visitors will also spend money at businesses and establishments in 

the local economy during their stay in the MSA, including local 

restaurants, retailers, and recreation/entertainment venues.

The WildCare Park is expected to generate $346.5 million in direct 

spending in the MSA through 2034, as outlined below.

SAINT LOUIS ZOO WILDCARE PARK ( MSA )
SUMMARY MSA ECONOMIC IMPACTS THROUGH 2034 
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Direct Impacts
Direct impact summary

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park direct impact summary through 2034

($ millions)

Source: Canopy Strategic Partners, Tourism Economics

The accompanying table outlines the direct spending impacts of the Saint Louis Zoo 

WildCare Park in the St. Louis City/County and St. Louis MSA economies. These direct 

impacts ultimately serve as the inputs for the economic impact model.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park (City/County Scenario) direct spending through 

2034 is expected to comprise of the following categories:

1. Approximately $162.7 million in total operating expenditures , including $16.3 

million in operating expenditures in 2027.

2. Approximately $194.2 million in off -site spending by non-local visitors , including 

spending at local restaurants, retailers, and recreation/entertainment venues. The 

off -site non-local visitor spending is expected to amount to $20.9 million in 2027.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate an 

estimated $356.9 million in direct spending in the City/County through 

2034. Economic Impacts

City/County  MSA

Total direct spending $356.9 $346.5

Operating expenditures $162.7 $162.7

Visitor spending $194.2 $183.8



12

Total operational spending $162.7 

Salaries, Wages, and Benefits $88.4

Administration $0.7

Animal Care & Health $3.5

Architecture & Planning $0.7

Distribution $0.1

Education $2.8

External Relations $4.0

Facilities Management $2.6

Finance $0.2

Internal Relations $2.1

Membership $2.3

Research $0.3

Admission & Parking $15.2

Food & Retail $19.0

Tours $5.8

Attractions $2.2

Events & Lodging $12.7

Direct Impacts
Operational spending

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operational spending through 2034

($ millions)

Source: Canopy Strategic Partners

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to incur $162.7 million in operational 

expenses through 2034, which includes $88.4 million in salaries and wages.

The WildCare Park is expected to incur $16.3 million in operational expenses in 2027, 

the first year of operations.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to incur $162.7 million 

in operating expenses through 2034.



13

35%

41%

24%

Local Day Visitor Overnight Visitor

Direct Impacts
Visitor count and origin (City/County scenario)

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to attract an average of 421,900 

visitors each year from 2027 through 2034, peaking at 425,000 visitors between 2028 

and 2034.

Approximately 65% (or 274,200 on average each year) of all visitors are expected to 

originate from outside the City/County, which includes 41% that are expected to visit 

for the day from outside the City/County, and 24% that are expected to spend the 

night in the City/County.

Each of these non-local visitors are expected to spend money in the City/County at 

local restaurants, hotels, retailers, and recreation/entertainment venues, as presented 

on the following page.

Approximately 65% of Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park visitors are 

expected to originate from outside the City/County.

WildCare Park (City/County scenario) attendee origin through 2034

Source:  Canopy Strategic Partners
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Direct Impacts

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park's direct spending impact of $356.9 million in the 

City/County is expected to be spread across several industries, including $162.7 

million in operating expenditures, $61.9 million in food and beverage expenditures, 

$48.7 million in lodging expenditures, $39.3 million in retail purchases, $26.8 million in 

entertainment/recreation spending, and $17.2 million in local transportation.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park's direct spending impacts in the 

City/County are expected to be spread across a wide range of sectors 

within the local economy.

Source: Tourism Economics

Direct spending by industry (City/County scenario)

$356.9 MILLION
Direct Spending Impact through 2034 
(City/County scenario)

$48.7M LODGING
Hotels, motels, short -term rentals

$61.9M FOOD & BEVERAGE
Full -service restaurants, fast food, 
banquet sales

$17.2M LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
Taxis, buses, parking, public transportation, 
ride share, gasoline

$39.3M RETAI L
Souvenirs, general merchandise, malls, 
local retailers

$26.8M ENTERTAINMENT
Amusements, theaters, entertainment, 
and other recreation

$162.7M OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Saint Louis Zoo management, marketing, 
maintenance and repair, salaries/wages
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25%

16%
60%

County Day Trip Overnight

57%

19%

24%

Local Day Visitor Overnight Visitor

57%

19%

24%

Local Day Visitor Overnight Visitor

Direct Impacts
Visitor count and origin (MSA scenario)

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to attract an average of 421,900 

visitors each year from 2027 through 2034, peaking at 425,000 visitors between 2028 

and 2034.

Approximately 43% (or 183,500 on average each year) of all visitors are expected to 

originate from outside the MSA, which includes 19% that are expected to visit for the 

day from outside the MSA, and 24% that are expected to spend the night in the MSA.

Each of these non-local visitors are expected to spend money in the MSA at local 

restaurants, hotels, retailers, and recreation/entertainment venues, as presented on 

the following page.

Approximately 43% of Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park visitors are 

expected to originate from outside MSA

Source:  Canopy Strategic Partners

WildCare Park (MSA scenario) attendee origin through 2034
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Direct Impacts

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park's direct spending impact of $346.5 million in the 

MSA is expected to be spread across several industries including $162.7 million in 

operating expenditures, $55.4 million in food and beverage expenditures, $54.2 million 

in lodging expenditures, $35.5 million in retail purchases, $25.2 million in 

entertainment/recreation spending, and $13.4 million in local transportation.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park's direct spending impacts in the MSA are 

expected to be spread across a wide range of sectors within the local 

economy.

Direct spending by industry (MSA scenario)

Source: Tourism Economics

$346.5 MILLION
Direct Spending Impact through 2034 
(MSA scenario)

$54.2M LODGING
Hotels, motels, short -term rentals

$55.4M FOOD & BEVERAGE
Full -service restaurants, fast food, 
banquet sales

$13.4M LOCAL TRANSPORTATION
Taxis, buses, parking, public transportation, 
ride share, gasoline

$35.5M RETAI L
Souvenirs, general merchandise, malls, 
local retailers

$25.2M ENTERTAINMENT
Amusements, theaters, entertainment, 
and other recreation

$162.7M OPERATING EXPENDITURES
Saint Louis Zoo management, marketing, 
maintenance and repair, salaries/wages
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Economic Impact Approach

The economic impacts of Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park's direct spending were estimated 

using regional Input-Output (I-O) models based on customized IMPLAN (www.implan.com) 

models for the City of St. Louis / St. Louis County and St. Louis MO-IL MSA economies. 

IMPLAN is recognized as an industry standard in local-level I-O models. An I-O model 

represents a profile of an economy by measuring the relationships among industries and 

consumers to track the flow of industry revenue to wages, profits, capital, taxes and 

suppliers. The supply chain is traced as dollars flow through the economy, representing 

indirect impacts. The model also calculates the induced impacts of spending. Induced 

impacts represent benefits to the economy as incomes earned as a result of direct spending 

are spent in the local economy, generating additional sales, jobs, taxes, and income.

The modeling process begins with aligning the direct expenditure measurements with the 

related sectors in the model (e.g. hotels, restaurants, retail, and recreation). The model is then 

run to trace the flow of these expenditures through the economy. In this process, the inter-

relationships between consumers and industries generate each level of impact.

IMPLAN calculates three levels of impact ƿdirect, indirect, and induced ƿfor a broad set of 

indicators. These include the following:

Á Business sales (also called gross output)

Á Household income (including wages and benefits)

Á Employment

Á Federal taxes

Á State and local taxes

Introduction and definitions

RETAIL

ENTERTAINMENT/REC

FOOD & BEVERAGE

TRANSPORTATION

LODGING

LOCAL OPERATIONAL & 
CAPITAL SPENDING

DIRECT IMPACTS
Zoo /Industry 

contribution measured 
by expenditures & visitor 

spending
TOTAL 

IMPACTS

SALES

GDP

JOBS

INCOME

TAXES

> >

SUPPLY 
CHAIN

EFFECTS

B2B GOODS 
& SERVICES 

PURCHASED

INCOME
EFFECT

HOUSEHOLD
CONSUMPTION

INDIRECT IMPACTS
Purchases of inputs from suppliers
ðʎɭɭȴȜǳɰɸṭ Ɋʧȿ ɸʎɭɭȴʭ ǥȖǈȜȿɸ

INDUCED IMPACTS
Consumer spending out of

ǳȽɭȴɊʭǳǳɸṭ ʧǈȎǳɸḻ
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Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park Summary Economic Impacts through 2034

($ millions and number of annualized jobs)
The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate an 

economic impact of $599.3 million in the City/County economy through 

2034. 

Summary Total Economic Impacts
Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park summary impacts through 2034

Source: Tourism Economics      

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding.      

Jobs are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs. Annualized employment 
impacts represent the annual average number of jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 
2034.  

Economic Impacts

City/County MSA

Business Sales $599.3 $661.8

Personal Income $242.6 $264.6

Employment (annualized) 368 384

Taxes $78.6 $97.3

State and local taxes $42.9 $49.9

Federal taxes $35.6 $47.4

City/County Economic Impacts: The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to 

generate an economic impact of $599.3 million in the City/County, which is expected 

to support 368 annualized part-time and full-time jobs and generate $42.9 million in 

state and local tax revenues.

MSA Economic Impact: The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate 

an economic impact of $661.8 million in the MSA, which is expected to support 384 

annualized part-time and full-time jobs and generate $49.9 million in state and local 

tax revenues.



Saint Louis Zoo Impacts:

City/County5
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Economic Impacts (City/County Scenario)

Summary impacts in City/County 

Summary City/County economic impacts attributable to Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park through 2034

($ millions and annualized jobs)

Source: Tourism Economics      

Note: Jobs are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs. Annualized employment impacts represent the annual 

average number of jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 2034.

Direct Impacts Indirect Impacts Induced Impacts Total Impacts

Business Sales $356.9 $155.9 $86.5 $599.3

Personal Income $144.7 $61,5 $36.5 $242.6

Employment (annualized) 269 60 39 368
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Business Sales by Industry (City/County Scenario)

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park business sales impacts in City/County through 2034

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

generate $356.9 million in direct spending, $155.9 million in indirect expenditures 

and $86.5 million in induced expenditures, resulting in a total economic impact of 

$599.3 million in the City/County through 2034.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate $599.3 

million of total output (business sales) in the City/County through 2034.

Source: Tourism Economics

Summary business sales impacts attributable to the WildCare Park through 2034

($ millions)

Business Sales impacts by industry through 2034

($ millions)

Direct 

Business 

Sales

Indirect 

Business 

Sales

Induced 

Business 

Sales

Total 

Business 

Sales

Total, all industries $356.9 $155.9 $86.5 $599.3

By industry

Recreation and Entertainment $150.5 $1.7 $1.2 $153.4

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate $8.0 $56.4 $28.6 $93.1

Food & Beverage $75.3 $4.5 $5.6 $85.3

Lodging $61.5 $0.0 $0.0 $61.5

Business Services $4.3 $43.1 $8.8 $56.1

Retail Trade $45.1 $1.7 $6.5 $53.3

Education and Health Care $2.8 $0.8 $16.7 $20.3

Communications $15.8 $4.4 $20.2

Other Transport $3.3 $8.4 $1.7 $13.3

Wholesale Trade $6.6 $4.3 $10.9

Personal Services $3.8 $4.6 $8.5

Construction and Utilities $6.6 $1.6 $8.3

Gasoline Stations $6.1 $0.1 $0.4 $6.6

Manufacturing $2.9 $0.5 $3.5

Government $2.6 $0.8 $3.4

Air Transport $0.8 $0.7 $1.5

Agriculture, Fishing, Mining $0.1 $0.0 $0.1
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Direct 

Employment

Indirect 

Employment

Induced 

Employment

Total 

Employment

Total, all industries 269 60 39 368

By industry

Recreation and Entertainment 121 1 1 123

Food & Beverage 79 5 6 89

Lodging 46 0 0 46

Business Services 3 20 4 28

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 2 17 5 24

Retail Trade 15 1 5 20

Education and Health Care 2 1 10 13

Other Transport 2 5 1 8

Personal Services 3 4 7

Communications 2 1 2

Wholesale Trade 1 1 2

Government 1 0 2

Construction and Utilities 1 0 2

Manufacturing 1 0 1

Gasoline Stations 0 0 0 1

Air Transport 0 0 0

Agriculture, Fishing, Mining 0 0 0

Employment impacts by industry through 2034.

(Annualized part-time and full-time jobs)

Employment by Industry (City/County Scenario) 

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

support 368 annualized part-time and full-time jobs in the City/County, including 269 

direct jobs, 60 indirect jobs, and 39 induced jobs.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to support 368 

annualized part-time and full -time jobs in the City/County through 

2034.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park employment impacts in City/County through 2034

Summary annualized jobs impacts attributable to the WildCare Park through 2034

(Annualized part-time and full-time jobs) 

Source: Tourism Economics

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding.      

Jobs are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs. Annualized employment impacts 
represent the annual average number of jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 2034.  
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Direct 

Personal 

Income

Indirect 

Personal 

Income

Induced 

Personal 

Income

Total 

Personal 

Income

Total, all industries $144.7 $61.5 $36.5 $242.6

By industry

Recreation and Entertainment $72.7 $0.4 $0.5 $73.5

Business Services $3.9 $26.8 $5.5 $36.2

Food & Beverage $30.4 $2.2 $2.5 $35.1

Lodging $23.8 $0.0 $0.0 $23.8

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate $3.5 $12.6 $6.4 $22.5

Education and Health Care $2.1 $0.5 $10.9 $13.5

Retail Trade $6.8 $0.7 $3.0 $10.5

Other Transport $1.3 $4.6 $0.8 $6.7

Personal Services $2.7 $2.7 $5.4

Wholesale Trade $2.7 $1.7 $4.5

Communications $3.0 $1.0 $4.0

Construction and Utilities $2.0 $0.5 $2.5

Government $2.0 $0.4 $2.4

Manufacturing $1.0 $0.1 $1.1

Gasoline Stations $0.3 $0.0 $0.2 $0.5

Air Transport $0.2 $0.2 $0.3

Agriculture, Fishing, Mining $0.0 $0.0 $0.0

Labor Income by Industry (City/County Scenario) 

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park labor income impacts in City/County through 2034

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

generate $144.7 million in direct personal income, $61.5 million in indirect labor 

income, and $36.5 million in induced personal income, resulting in $242.6 million in 

total labor income in the City/County through 2034.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate $242.6 

million in total labor income in the City/County through 2034.

Summary labor income impacts attributable the WildCare Park through 2034

($ millions)

Source: Tourism Economics

Labor income impacts by industry through 2034

($ millions)



25

State Local Total

Total taxes $17.7 $25.2 $42.9

Sales $13.7 $14.4 $28.1

Bed Tax $0.0 $3.5 $3.5

Personal Income $2.7 $0.0 $2.7

Corporate $0.4 $0.0 $0.4

Social Insurance $0.1 $0.0 $0.1

Excise and Fees $0.8 $1.5 $2.3

Property $0.1 $5.7 $5.8

Direct

Indirect /  

Induced Total

Total Tax Revenues $53.9 $24.7 $78.6

Federal $21.3 $14.3 $35.6

Personal Income $5.7 $3.9 $9.6

Corporate $1.4 $1.5 $2.9

Indirect Business $1.6 $0.5 $2.2

Social Insurance $12.6 $8.4 $20.9

State and Local $32.5 $10.4 $42.9

Sales $21.1 $7.0 $28.1

Bed Tax $3.5 $0.0 $3.5

Personal Income $1.6 $1.1 $2.7

Corporate $0.2 $0.2 $0.4

Social Insurance $0.1 $0.0 $0.1

Excise and Fees $1.7 $0.6 $2.3

Property $4.3 $1.5 $5.8

Tax Generation (City/County Scenario)

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

generate a total fiscal (tax) impact of $78.6 million through 2034.

The state government is expected to collect $17.7 million, and the local government is 

expected to collect $25.2 million through 2034 as a result of the Saint Louis Zoo 

WildCare Park.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate $78.6 

million in governmental revenue through 2034.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park fiscal impacts in City/County through 2034

State and local tax revenue through 2034

($ millions)

Total tax revenue through 2034

($ millions)

Source: Tourism Economics
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Annual Economic Impacts (City/County Scenario) 

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park annual economic impacts

Direct Spending

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 Total

Visitor spend $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $20.9 $23.2 $23.8 $24.2 $24.7 $25.2 $25.8 $26.3 $194.2

Operations $1.5 $2.2 $2.8 $3.0 $3.0 $4.5 $16.3 $17.3 $17.5 $17.9 $18.4 $18.9 $19.5 $19.9 $162.7

Direct spending $1.5 $2.2 $2.8 $3.0 $3.0 $4.5 $37.2 $40.5 $41.3 $42.1 $43.1 $44.1 $45.2 $46.3 $356.9

Economic Impacts

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 Total

Total economic impact $2.7 $3.9 $5.1 $5.4 $5.5 $8.2 $62.3 $67.7 $69.0 $70.4 $72.1 $73.7 $75.7 $77.4 $599.3

Employment 23 34 44 46 47 70 536 582 593 605 620 634 651 665 368

Taxes $0.4 $0.5 $0.7 $0.7 $0.7 $1.1 $8.2 $8.9 $9.0 $9.2 $9.5 $9.7 $9.9 $10.1 $78.6

State and local taxes $0.2 $0.3 $0.4 $0.4 $0.4 $0.6 $4.5 $4.9 $4.9 $5.0 $5.2 $5.3 $5.4 $5.5 $42.9

Federal taxes $0.2 $0.2 $0.3 $0.3 $0.3 $0.5 $3.7 $4.0 $4.1 $4.2 $4.3 $4.4 $4.5 $4.6 $35.6

Annual economic impacts (city/county scenario)

($ millions and number of jobs)

Source: Tourism Economics 

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding. 

Jobs in the Total column are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs, which represent the annual average number of 

jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 2034.
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Economic Impacts (MSA Scenario)

Summary impacts in MSA

Summary MSA economic impacts attributable to Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park through 2034

($ millions and annualized jobs)

Source: Tourism Economics      

Note: Jobs are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs. Annualized employment impacts represent the annual 

average number of jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 2034.

Direct Impacts Indirect Impacts Induced Impacts Total Impacts

Business Sales $346.5 $146.0 $169.3 $661.8

Personal Income $145.1 $54.5 $65.0 $264.6

Employment (annualized) 250 57 76 384
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Direct 

Business 

Sales

Indirect 

Business 

Sales

Induced 

Business 

Sales

Total 

Business 

Sales

Total, all industries $346.5 $146.0 $169.3 $661.8

By industry

Recreation and Entertainment $148.9 $2.3 $2.7 $153.9

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate $1.3 $45.4 $52.2 $98.9

Food & Beverage $68.8 $4.6 $10.4 $83.7

Lodging $66.9 $0.0 $0.0 $67.0

Business Services $4.3 $40.3 $17.0 $61.6

Retail Trade $41.2 $1.5 $11.7 $54.5

Education and Health Care $2.8 $0.6 $30.8 $34.3

Communications $13.1 $8.3 $21.4

Other Transport $6.3 $9.0 $4.2 $19.5

Wholesale Trade $6.3 $8.4 $14.8

Manufacturing $7.2 $5.9 $13.1

Construction and Utilities $8.7 $4.3 $13.0

Personal Services $3.2 $9.1 $12.3

Gasoline Stations $5.9 $0.1 $0.8 $6.7

Government $3.0 $1.9 $4.9

Air Transport $0.5 $1.1 $1.6

Agriculture, Fishing, Mining $0.3 $0.3 $0.6

Business Sales by Industry (MSA Scenario)

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park business sales impacts in MSA through 2034

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

generate $346.5 million in direct spending, $146.0 million in indirect expenditures 

and $169.3 million in induced expenditures, resulting in a total economic impact of 

$661.8 million in the MSA through 2034.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate $661.8 

million of total output (business sales) in the MSA through 2034.

Source: Tourism Economics

Summary business sales impacts attributable to the WildCare Park through 2034

($ millions)

Business Sales impacts by industry through 2034

($ millions)
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Direct 

Employment

Indirect 

Employment

Induced 

Employment

Total 

Employment

Total, all industries 250 57 76 384

By industry

Recreation and Entertainment 105 2 2 109

Food & Beverage 73 5 11 89

Lodging 46 0 0 46

Business Services 3 20 8 31

Retail Trade 15 1 9 25

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate 0 14 9 24

Education and Health Care 2 0 19 22

Other Transport 5 6 3 13

Personal Services 2 8 10

Wholesale Trade 1 2 3

Communications 2 1 3

Government 1 1 2

Construction and Utilities 1 1 2

Manufacturing 1 1 2

Gasoline Stations 0 0 1 1

Agriculture, Fishing, Mining 0 0 0

Air Transport 0 0 0

Employment impacts by industry through 2034.

(Annualized part-time and full-time jobs)

Employment by Industry (MSA Scenario) 

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

support 384 annualized part-time and full-time jobs in the MSA, including 25- direct 

jobs, 57 indirect jobs, and 76 induced jobs.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to support 384 

annualized part-time and full -time jobs in the MSA through 2034.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park employment impacts in MSA through 2034

Summary annualized jobs impacts attributable to the WildCare Park through 2034

(Annualized part-time and full-time jobs) 

Source: Tourism Economics

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding.      

Jobs are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs. Annualized employment impacts 
represent the annual average number of jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 2034.  
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Direct 

Personal 

Income

Indirect 

Personal 

Income

Induced 

Personal 

Income

Total 

Personal 

Income

Total, all industries $145.1 $54.5 $65.0 $264.6

By industry

Recreation and Entertainment $76.1 $1.0 $1.2 $78.3

Business Services $4.1 $23.4 $9.9 $37.4

Food & Beverage $26.9 $2.1 $4.4 $33.5

Lodging $27.3 $0.0 $0.0 $27.3

Education and Health Care $1.8 $0.4 $19.1 $21.3

Finance, Insurance and Real Estate $0.6 $9.8 $10.3 $20.7

Retail Trade $5.6 $0.5 $4.7 $10.9

Other Transport $2.5 $4.6 $2.0 $9.1

Personal Services $2.2 $5.3 $7.4

Wholesale Trade $2.3 $3.0 $5.3

Communications $2.4 $1.8 $4.3

Government $2.1 $0.9 $3.0

Construction and Utilities $1.9 $1.1 $3.0

Manufacturing $1.5 $0.8 $2.3

Gasoline Stations $0.2 $0.0 $0.3 $0.5

Air Transport $0.1 $0.2 $0.4

Agriculture, Fishing, Mining $0.1 $0.1 $0.1

Labor Income by Industry (MSA Scenario) 

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park labor income impacts in MSA through 2034

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

generate $145.1 million in direct personal income, $54.5 million in indirect labor 

income, and $65.0 million in induced personal income, resulting in $264.6 million in 

total labor income in the MSA through 2034.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate $264.6 

million in total labor income in the MSA through 2034.

Summary labor income impacts attributable the WildCare Park through 2034

($ millions)

Source: Tourism Economics

Labor income impacts by industry through 2034

($ millions)
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State Local Total

Total taxes $22.2 $27.7 $49.9

Sales $15.5 $14.9 $30.4

Bed Tax $0.3 $4.0 $4.3

Personal Income $4.6 $0.2 $4.8

Corporate $0.5 $0.1 $0.6

Social Insurance $0.1 $0.0 $0.1

Excise and Fees $1.0 $1.5 $2.5

Property $0.1 $7.0 $7.1

Direct

Indirect /  

Induced Total

Total Tax Revenues $59.1 $38.2 $97.3

Federal $26.0 $21.4 $47.4

Personal Income $9.2 $7.8 $16.9

Corporate $1.4 $1.8 $3.3

Indirect Business $1.7 $1.0 $2.7

Social Insurance $13.7 $10.9 $24.6

State and Local $33.1 $16.8 $49.9

Sales $19.7 $10.7 $30.4

Bed Tax $4.3 $0.0 $4.3

Personal Income $2.6 $2.2 $4.8

Corporate $0.3 $0.3 $0.6

Social Insurance $0.1 $0.0 $0.1

Excise and Fees $1.6 $0.9 $2.5

Property $4.6 $2.5 $7.1

Tax Generation (MSA Scenario)

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park operations and visitor spending is expected to 

generate a total fiscal (tax) impact of $97.3 million through 2034.

The state governments are expected to collect $22.2 million, and the local 

governments are expected to collect $27.7 million through 2034 as a result of the 

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate $97.3 

million in governmental revenue through 2034.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park fiscal impacts in MSA through 2034

State and local tax revenue through 2034

($ millions)

Total tax revenue through 2034

($ millions)

Source: Tourism Economics
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Annual Economic Impacts (MSA Scenario) 

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park annual economic impacts

Direct Spending

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 Total

Visitor spend $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $0.0 $20.1 $22.0 $22.4 $22.9 $23.4 $23.9 $24.4 $24.9 $183.8

Operations $1.5 $2.2 $2.8 $3.0 $3.0 $4.5 $16.3 $17.3 $17.5 $17.9 $18.4 $18.9 $19.5 $19.9 $162.7

Direct spending $1.5 $2.2 $2.8 $3.0 $3.0 $4.5 $36.4 $39.2 $40.0 $40.8 $41.8 $42.7 $43.8 $44.8 $346.5

Economic Impacts

2021 2022 2023 2024 2025 2026 2027 2028 2029 2030 2031 2032 2033 2034 Total

Total economic impact $3.0 $4.4 $5.7 $6.0 $6.1 $9.1 $69.3 $74.7 $76.1 $77.6 $79.5 $81.3 $83.5 $85.4 $661.8

Employment 24 36 47 48 50 74 563 606 617 630 645 660 677 693 384

Taxes $0.4 $0.6 $0.8 $0.9 $0.9 $1.3 $10.2 $11.0 $11.2 $11.4 $11.7 $12.0 $12.3 $12.6 $97.3

State and local taxes $0.2 $0.3 $0.4 $0.4 $0.5 $0.7 $5.2 $5.6 $5.7 $5.8 $6.0 $6.1 $6.3 $6.4 $49.9

Federal taxes $0.2 $0.3 $0.4 $0.4 $0.4 $0.7 $5.0 $5.4 $5.5 $5.6 $5.7 $5.8 $6.0 $6.1 $47.4

Annual economic impacts (MSA scenario)

($ millions and number of jobs)

Source: Tourism Economics 

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding. 

Jobs in the Total column are presented as annualized part-time and full-time jobs, which represent the annual average number of 

jobs over the 14-year period 2021 through 2034.
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Summary Findings One-Time Capital Expenditures
Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park capital expenditure impacts

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park Summary Capital Expenditure Economic Impacts

($ millions and number of jobs)

Source: Tourism Economics      

Note: Totals may not sum due to rounding.

Economic Impacts

City/County MSA

Business Sales $377.7 $461.7

Personal Income $183.0 $201.6

Employment 2,555 3,136

Taxes $39.5 $55.0

State and local taxes $9.9 $16.3

Federal taxes $29.5 $38.7

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to cost $230.0 million to 

construct, excluding contingencies.

The Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to cost $230.0 million to construct, 

including contingencies. The one-time capital spending required to construct the 

WildCare Park generates a one-time economic impact in both the City/County and 

MSA economies.

City/County One-Time Capital Expenditure Impact: The one-time capital 

expenditures required to construct the Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to 

generate an economic impact of $377.7 million in the City/County, which is expected 

to support 2,555 part-time and full-time jobs and generate $9.9 million in state and 

local tax revenues.

MSA One-Time Capital Expenditure Impact: The one-time capital expenditures 

required to construct the Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park is expected to generate an 

economic impact of $461.7 million in the MSA, which is expected to support 3,136 

part-time and full-time jobs and generate $16.3 million in state and local tax revenues.
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Property Value Impacts
Background

Existing literature has shown that attractions like zoos can generate positive property 

value impacts, as properties in close proximity to zoos are sometimes highly 

desirable places to live. The research team conducted a comprehensive literature 

review to compile a set of studies that analyzed historic property value impacts 

attributable to existing zoos and urban greenspace. The research team also utilized 

GIS (geographic information systems) analysis to identify the parcels/properties 

located within 0.25 miles, 0.50 miles, and 1.00 mile from WildCare Park, as well as 

detailed property assessment data from the City of St. Louis.

The accompanying map outlines the property boundary for WildCare Park, as well as 

0.25-mile, 0.50-mile, and 1.00-mile boundaries from WildCare Park.

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park 0.25-Mile, 0.50-Mile, and 1.00-Mile Boundaries

WildCare Park

0.50-mile boundary

Source: Tourism Economics

0.25-mile boundary

1.00-mile boundary
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Property Value Impacts
0.25-Mile Boundary

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park 0.25-Mile Boundary

Source: Tourism Economics

The 0.25-mile boundary surrounding WildCare Park contains 311 total parcels.  

These 311 parcels have a total appraised value of approximately $40.9 million.

WildCare Park

0.25-mile boundary
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Property Value Impacts
0.50-Mile Boundary

Saint Louis Zoo WildCare Park 0.25-Mile and 0.50-Mile Boundaries

WildCare Park

0.50-mile boundary

Source: Tourism Economics

0.25-mile boundary

The 0.50-mile boundary surrounding WildCare Park contains 708 total parcels.  

These 708 parcels have a total appraised value of approximately $73.4 million.

There are 397 parcels between 0.25 miles and 0.50 miles from WildCare Park.  

These 397 parcels have a total appraised value of $32.5 million.


